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(54) COLOR ESTIMATE METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain natural color reproduction by 
using a color representing system obtained with 
respect to each combination of plural sets of output 
color decomposition picture information so as to obtain 
the combination of the output color decomposition 
picture information to obtain a same value as the 
representing color system converted with respect to 
an optional combination of input color decomposition 
picture information. 

CONSTITUTION: An L*u*v* representing color system 
or an L*a*b* representing color system is used and 
the L* is converted among the representing color 
obtained with respect to each combination of. input 
color decomposition picture information in response to 
a spread of the lightness on an achromatic color axis 
of an input side color cube and an output side color 
cube in relation to the direction of the lightness and the lightness of the input side color 
cube is compressed and mapped. In relation to the saturation direction, no conversion is 
implemented in the middle at a part where the color reproduction range of the input side 
color cube and the output side color cube and u^, v^ or a*, b^ is converted in response 
to the spread of the saturation of the two color cubes at the circumference part and the 
saturation of the input side color cube is compressed and mapped. Thus, the color 
reproduction range of the input side is set within the color reproduction range of the 
output side and natural color reproduction is attained. 
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